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Abstract: This study analyzes the cost of educational
loss among graduating students at the Islamic
University of Madinah, based on actual data from a
full cohort of on-campus, regular undergraduate
students admitted in the academic year 1438 AH.
Educational loss is measured through a composite
indicator combining academic (time-based) and
financial (cost-based) dimensions. A descriptive-
analytical comparative methodology was adopted,
utilizing real cohort data to assess students’
progression and graduation outcomes across different
colleges. Findings show that the university's overall
internal efficiency rate is 81%, with notable disparities
between colleges. Theoretical colleges like Sharia and
Hadith reported higher efficiency (85%), whereas
scientific colleges such as Computer Science (48%)
and Sciences (40%) exhibited significantly lower
levels, reflecting structural differences in academic
performance. The average actual cost per graduate was
calculated at 239,877 SAR, exceeding the expected
normative cost of 207,223 SAR. This results in an
average financial loss 0f 32,654 SAR per student (15%
overrun), rising to 28% in the College of Computer
Science and 25% in the College of Sciences, but
registering 0% in Engineering—highlighting a direct
correlation between extended study duration and

higher cost.
Keywords: Educational loss; Internal efficiency;
Student cost; Educational economics; Islamic
University.
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