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“Hadiths on Paying Blood Money from the Public Treasury:

Transmission and Understanding”

Prof : sultan bin saad alsaif
Department of Islamic Studies College Of Education .King Saud University

Abstract :

This study addresses a specific juristic issue concerning a single Prophetic incident in which
contradiction and inconsistency were reported. Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr stated that he knew of
no story more disputed than this one regarding al-qasamah and its blood money (diyah), as well
as the regulation of its rulings.

Through an inductive and analytical examination of nine hadiths and nine athar (reports from
the Companions), the study concludes that the term Bayt al-Mal (public treasury) was not
known during the Prophetic era; rather, the expression used was “from his own wealth,”
referring to the Prophet % in his capacity as the responsible authority guaranteeing payment. It
further clarifies that the camels sadaqah were of two types: camels from fay’ (state-owned
property allocated to the Prophet #) and camels designated as charity (sadagah).

The study also establishes the stronger view that the wording stating that the blood money was
paid from “the camels sadagah” is anomalous odd, and that the more correct position is that
the Prophet % paid the blood money from his own resources. Those who attempted to reconcile
the two reports differed in their interpretations, some of which are untenable.

During the Prophetic era, it was established that blood money in cases of qasamah and the
Meccan killing was borne accordingly. It is also authentically reported that ‘Umar, ‘Ali, and
‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-"Aziz ordered the payment of blood money from the public treasury in cases
such as the killing of an unknown or blind victim and similar incidents. This constitutes the
basis upon which the majority of scholars rely in this matter.
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