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Ibn Rushd’s Harmonization Project Between

Philosophy and Revelation: An Analytical Study

Dr. Ibrahim Saleh Salem Al-Alaiyed

Assistant Professor of Islamic Theology (Aqidah), Department of Aqidah and Contemporary
Doctrines, College of Sharia, Qassim University

[.Alaiyed@qu.edu.sa

This study examines the motives that drove Ibn Rushd to reconcile religion and philosophy,
from a doctrinal and analytical perspective. It does so by inductively surveying his texts in
three key works—Fasl al-Maqal, al-Kashf ‘an Manahij al-Adilla, and Tahafut al-Tahafut—in
order to extract the motivating factors behind his reconciliatory project, and then classify and
analyse them.

The research identifies eight primary motives, organized into three major sections.

The first section discusses the philosophical, doctrinal, and hermeneutical motives, and
includes: the legal-religious motive (legitimizing philosophy), the principle of the unity of
truth between hikma and shari’a, the defence of the philosophers’ right to ta’wil
(interpretation), and the promotion of philosophy. The second section addresses the dialectical—
defensive motives, namely the defence of philosophy against the attacks of jurists and
theologians, especially the critique of Abt Hamid al-Ghazali. The third section explores the
political and personal motives, focusing on Ibn Rushd’s support for the Almohad state project,
alongside his own personal considerations within his historical context.

The study shows that Ibn Rushd’s project of reconciliation rests on several fundamental
principles, most notably: the juristic obligation of rational inquiry for those qualified, the
disparity of people’s ranks in modes of assent, the division of the shari’a into zahir (exoteric)
and batin (esoteric) levels, the unity of truth between reason and revelation, and the centrality
of ta’wil as both a methodological tool and an epistemic bridge between demonstration
(burhan) and scriptural text. Understanding these motives thus becomes an essential key to a
deeper grasp of Ibn Rushd’s position on the relationship between reason and revelation.
Keywords: Ibn Rushd (Averroes), reconciliation between religion and philosophy, unity of
truth, ta’wil (interpretation), burhan (demonstration).
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