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The Phrase "He Did Not Narrate from So-and-
so" in Ibn Sa'd's Al-Tabaqat Al-Kubra

A Foundational and Applied Study

Dr. Mousa bin Ali bin Mousa Al-Shardi

Assistant Professor of Sunnah and its Sciences, Department of Sharia and Islamic
Studies, Al-Qunfudah University College, Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

mamshardi@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research examines the phrase "did not narrate from so-and-so" by Ibn Sa'd (d. Y¥+
AH) in Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra. The core problem is its interpretation: does it merely report
the absence of a known narration, or is it a critical judgment negating direct hearing or
meeting? The study clarifies Ibn Sa'd's intent and evaluates its accuracy in Hadith
methodology, using negated narrations from Ali bin Abi Talib as a model.

Employing inductive, analytical, and critical methods, the findings conclude that Ibn Sa'd
only intended to deny finding a narration within his personal knowledge. This phrase
neither negates hearing or meeting, nor serves as an independent rule for determining
chain continuity. Applied analysis reveals his usage generally aligns with reality, serving
as a contextual clue that requires further inductive research rather than independent proof.

Keywords: Ibn Sa'd; Al-Tabaqgat al-Kubra; Negation of Narration; Did not narrate from;
Narration from Ali; Theory and Application.
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