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The Usiili Grounding of the “Understanding of the Salaf”

Clarifying the Grounds of Probative Consideration and Refining the

Levels of Evidentiary Authority

Dr. Abdul Sateer Muhammad Walt
Assistant Professor of Ustl al-Figh, College of Sharia and Law, Al Jouf University

amwali@ju.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study clarifies the usili grounding of the “understanding of the Salaf” by defining
its scope, distinguishing the epistemic means of understanding specific to the earliest
Muslim generations from the grounds of legal consideration by which such understanding
is assessed, and determining its levels of evidentiary authority. Using an inductive,
analytical, and comparative method, it traces this concept not merely as an isolated
expression, but as a substantive meaning present in discussions of consensus (ijma’),
Companion statements (qawl al-sahabi), exposition (bayan), practice (‘amal), and

preponderance (tarjih).

The study concludes that the “understanding of the Salaf” is not an independent proof
(dalil) in the strict technical sense, but an overarching concept grounded in collective,
individual, expository, and practical considerations. These include legally significant
agreement or widespread acceptance without objection, Companion statements and
matters admitting no scope for personal reasoning, textual interpretation and revelatory
context, and inherited practice or regulated omission (tark). Subsequent generational
reception and diffusion strengthen its probative weight without amounting to consensus.
Its authority ranges from definitive binding force to preferential probative force and

subsidiary corroboration.

Keywords: Understanding of the Salaf; Ustli Grounding; Legal Consideration;
Evidentiary Authority; Regulated Omission.
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