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The Scientific Functions of Jurisprudence (Figh) and the Jurist
(Faqih), and Their Impact on Regulating Jurisprudential Research
A Foundational Study

Dr. Ibrahim bin Mamduh Al-Shammari
Associate Professor, Department of Figh, College of Shari'ah, Islamic University of Madinah

900726@iu.edu.sa

Abstract

This research, titled "The Scientific Functions of Jurisprudence (Figh) and the Jurist (Fagih), and Their
Impact on Regulating Jurisprudential Research: A Foundational Study," aims to clarify the methodologies
for identifying jurisprudential functions—general, specific, and shared—and their role in governing
scholarly inquiry.

Research Problem

Scholarly definitions of Figh and Faqih functions are scattered across classical texts, yet they offer vital
frameworks for disciplining research. Given the lack of dedicated studies, this research addresses five key
questions regarding the identification, classification, and impact of these functions on regulating legal
inquiry.

Methodology and Findings

Using descriptive and analytical methods, the study concludes that the general function of Figh is the at-
tainment of legal rulings (Ahkam Taklifia). Conversely, the Jurist’s primary function is Istislah—rectifying
public affairs by clarifying lawful and prohibited matters. Ultimately, distinguishing between these sci-
entific functions serves to discipline the trajectory of research, ensuring it remains aligned with its spe-
cific academic domain.

Keywords: Function, Jurisprudence (Figh), Jurists (Fuqaha), Jurisprudential Industry, Jurisprudential
Research.
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