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Rules of the Alternative Obligation under the Civil Transactions Law
A Comparative Study

Dr. Ahmad Mohammad Alkhamis
Assistance Professor of Private Law at College of Law in Taibah University

Akhamis@taibahu.edu.sa

Abstract

The Saudi Civil Transactions Law issued by Royal Decree No. (M/191) dated 29/11/1444 AH recognizes
various modalities of obligations, including those connected to the subject matter, rendering it a quali-
fied non-normal obligation when its subject matter is multiple, as in the alternative obligation. This ob-
ligation entails statutory rules differing in nature from the normal obligation, justifying an independent
study of its concept, conditions, and rules, and distinguishing it from analogous statutory and Shariah
law doctrines. The methodology adopted is the descriptive analytical method, supplemented by the com-
parative method.

The study concludes that the alternative obligation requires multiple performances, the discharge of the
debtor upon rendering any one of them, and the lawfulness of each performance. The right to choose be-
longs in principle to the debtor unless otherwise conferred on by agreement or a legal provision. The
rules of the alternative obligation are broadly consistent with the option of designation in Shariah law
doctrines. The study recommends that the Law or its adopted commentary provide further clarification
of these rules, and that researchers attend to the modalities of obligations in comparison with Shariah
law doctrines.

Keywords: Law of Obligations, Modalities of Obligations, Obligations with Multiple Subjects, Alternative
Obligation, Option of Designation.
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