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Epistemic Certainty: Its Reality and Methodological Principles in
Islam
A Cultural Study

Dr. Manal bint Mohammed Al-Khamis

Specialization in Islamic Culture, Department of Intellectual Studies, College of Fundamentals of Religion and
Da‘wah Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

mmalkhamis@imamu.edu.sa

Abstract

This research, entitled "Epistemological Certainty: Its Reality and Methodological Principles in Islam - A
Cultural Study," comes in response to the intellectual challenges that threaten the state of certainty. It
aims to contribute to rebuilding confidence in knowledge, in light of what is established by Islamic texts
and the principles of the early scholars (may God have mercy on them). This research consists of two
parts. The first part addresses the reality of epistemological certainty in terms of its diverse meanings
and characteristics. The second part deals with the methodological principles of epistemological cer-
tainty in Islam, in light of the provisions of Islamic texts and the understanding of the early scholars.
Throughout, it follows a foundational and descriptive methodology. This research concludes with a num-
ber of findings, the most important of which are: that Islam establishes epistemological certainty by rely-
ing on necessary sciences, which are the starting point of knowledge and the ultimate goal of reasoning;
and that confidence in sensory necessities, intellectual axioms, and widely transmitted reports is a nat-
ural and innate position that does not admit of doubt. Based on these, the legitimate sources of know-
ledge—sensory, rational, and transmitted—contribute to... Achieving cognitive certainty.

Keywords: Epistemological certainty, Islamic epistemology, methodological rules, sources of knowledge in
Islam, epistemological reasoning.
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