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A Critical Reading of Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri’s Position on Islamic
Heritage through His Book “The Structure of the Arab Mind"

Dr. Abdullah Ahmed Mohamed Ali Al-Ansari
Faculty member in Masjid al-Haram Institute

Abaa6032@gmail.com

Abstract

This research aims to shed light on Mohammed Abed al-Jabri’s modernist project and his stance toward
Islamic heritage through what he termed the "Critique of Arab Reason," specifically in his book, The
Structure of Arab Reason. The study provides a critical reading that unveils his methodology, the tools he
employed, and his ultimate objectives, while highlighting points of contention and critique. To achieve
this, the research employs descriptive, analytical, and critical methodologies. Following the introduction,
the paper includes a preliminary overview of al-Jabri’s life, followed by two main sections: the first exam-
ines his general methodology in critiquing Islamic heritage, while the second focuses on his stance to-
ward that heritage as presented in The Structure of Arab Reason. The research concludes with several
key findings, most notably: al-Jabri’s critique of "Arab Reason" is essentially a critique of Arab-Islamic
culture; he focused his critique on "Explanatory Reason" (al-Aql al-Bayani) due to its significance in Is-
lamic sciences; he relied on the concept of "historicity" in its philosophical sense; he applied a structur-
alist approach in his reading of heritage; and he extensively utilized "functionalization" (al-Taw-dhef) as
a procedural tool to achieve his objectives.

Keywords: Critique of Heritage, Al-Jabri, Arab Reason, Structuralism, Islamic Reason.
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