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Guidelines of Imam Abu Hatim al-Sijistani (d. 255 AH) for
fundamental readings
Compilation and study

Researcher: Bab Uthman Luah
PhD student in the Department of Readings, Faculty of the Holy Qur'an, Islamic University of Madinah

babaousmanelo7@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aims to examine Abu Hatim’s guidance regarding the original recitations of the Qur’an
through books on recitation, exegesis, and grammatical analysis of the Qur’an, noting which scholars
agreed with him and which disagreed, and clarifying which opinions are more likely to be correct in
cases of disagreement by citing evidence and rationales, in accordance with an inductive, descriptive,
and analytical methodology.

The study consists of an introduction, a preface, and three main sections: The first section concerns the
characteristics of recitation guidance prior to Abu Hatim; the second section concerns his fundamental-
ist guidance in terms of its types, his methodology therein, and the scholarly value of his fundamentalist
guidance; and the third section concerns a study of his fundamentalist guidance.

Among the most important findings of the research were: The research identified fourteen instances of
Abu Hatim’s guidance on fundamental recitations. In six of these instances, Abu Hatim’s opinion was
deemed more likely; in two, the opinion of others was deemed more likely; and in the remaining six,
there was no disagreement. Furthermore, in the aforementioned six instances, he was unique in offering

a single guidance that I did not find in the works of others.

Among the most important recommendations: studying the guidance of the scholars of recitation, such
as that of Abu Ubayd and Ibn Mugsim.

Keywords: guidance, Abu Hatim, al-Sijistani, recitations, original.
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