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Narrative Inaccuracies Attributed to Hammad Ibn Salamah As
Reported by Ibn Abu Hatim in His Book “‘Ilal Al-Hadith”

A Collection and Study

Dr. Munyah Abdullah Musfir Al-Khath‘ami

Associate Professor, Department of Sunnah and Its Sciences College of Sharia and Fundamentals of Religion,
King Khalid University

mkhathami@kku.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aims to collect and examine the narrations of Hammad Ibn Salamah—one of the transmitters
whose reports are included in the Six Canonical Books of Hadith except for Al-Bukhari, who only in-
cluded his narrations in suspended (Mu‘allaq) form—as cited in Ibn Abu Hatim’s seminal work, ‘Ilal Al-
Hadith. The investigation focuses on instances in which either Abu Zur’ah or Abu Hatim identified a nar-
rative inaccuracy (Wahm) in Hammad’s transmissions. The research adopts a rigorous critical methodo-
logy, examining these narrations in light of corroborating evidence, comparing variant chains, and con-

cluding each report with a reasoned judgment based on the preponderance of evidence.

The study concludes that the total number of such narrations is eight. The identified inaccuracies in-
clude substitution of one transmitter for another, omission of a narrator, errors in names due to ortho-
graphic confusion or misidentification, and the conflation of distinct narrations. It further establishes
that some inaccuracies attributed to Hammad Ibn Salamah did not originate from him, but were instead
introduced by other transmitters within the chain of transmission.

Keywords: Narrative Inaccuracies (Awham), Hammad Ibn Salamah, Ibn Abu Hatim, ‘Ilal Al-Hadith (Hadith
Defects).
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